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TAGS: EWWT, CU, UK 

SUB J : SHIPPING IMPLICATIONS OF CUBA-UK TRADE COMMISSION 
REF: LONDON 7579, 7681, 8329 

1. EMBOFFS MET WITH OFFICIALS IN SHIPPING POLICY DIV., 

DEPT. OF TRADE (BANNARD), TO DISCUSS THE SHIPPING 
IMPLICATIONS OF A RECENTLY ANNOUNCED ANGLO-CUBAN ECONOMIC 
AGREEMENT. 

2. BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED. IT WAS REPORTED THAT 

DR. CARLOS RAFAEL RODRIGUEZ, CUBAN FIRST DEPUTY PRIME 
MINISTER, HAS BEEN IN LONDON ON A HIGH LEVEL TRADE 
MISSION. DURING HIS VISIT AN AGREEMENT HAS BEEN SIGNED 
TO ESTABLISH A JOINT COMMISSION WHICH WILL MEET ANNUALLY 
TO REVIEW THE PROGRESS OF, AND PROSPECTS FOR, ECONOMIC 
AND INDUSTRIAL COOPERATION. FOLLOWING THIS AGREEMENT 
AN ANNOUNCEMENT WAS MADE BY THE EXPORT CREDIT GUARANTEE 
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AGREED TO GIVE CUBA ADDITIONAL TRADE CREDITS OF 250M 
POUNDS AT AN UNDISCLOSED RATE OF INTEREST - REPORTED TO 
BE AT LEAST 7.75 PER CENT. THE ECGD HAS GUARANTEED A 
TOTAL OF 17M POUNDS CREDIT TO THE CUBANS IN THE PAST 12 
MONTHS, INCLUDING 7.7M POUNDS FOR AN ORDER TO AUSTEN 
AND PICKERSGIL FOR FOUR CARGO VESSELS DUE IN MID 1976. 

TRADE PUBLICATIONS HERALDED THESE ANNOUNCEMENTS AS A 
STEP FORWARD FOR UK EXPORTS. LLOYDS LIST CALLED THE 
AGREEMENT A "SHIPPING ACCORD". END UNCLASSIFIED. 

2. BEGIN LIMITED OFFICIAL USE. THE SHIPPING POLICY 
DIVISION OFFICIALS CLAIM THERE IS NO SHIPPING AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN THE UK AND CUBA. OTHER THAN THE QUERY RECEIVED 
FROM C. LYONS REPORTED IN REFTEL, THE SHIPPING POLICY 
DIVISION HAS NOT BEEN CONTACTED BY BRITISH SHIPOWNERS 
INTERESTED IN EXPANDING THEIR TRADE TO CUBA. WE ARE 
ADVISED THAT ANOTHER MEETING WILL BE HELD BETWEEN THE UK 
AND CUBA IN HAVANA THIS COMING NOVEMBER AND THE AGENDA 
FOR THIS MEETING HAS NOT BEEN DETERMINED. BANNARD SAYS 
THE UK GOVERNMENT'S POSITION IS "LET US WAIT AND SEE". 

IF THE UK SHIPPING INTERESTS ARE DESIROUS OF ESTABLISHING 
SHIPPING SERVICES TO CUBA, THOSE INTERESTS WILL BE IN 
CONTACT WITH THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT AT SOME STAGE. THIS 
DEVELOPMENT WILL TAKE PLACE IF SUFFICIENT TRADE BETWEEN 
THE TWO COUNTRIES MATERIALIZES. THEY DO NOT EXPECT ANY 
SIGNIFICANT INCREASE IN TRADE WITH CUBA OVER THE NEXT 
SEVERAL MONTHS. UK SHIPPING INTERESTS ARE AWARE THAT 
THE QUESTION OF CUBAN SANCTION WILL BE DISCUSSED IN 
SAN JOSE IN JULY AND THEY WILL WATCH THIS DEVELOPMENT 
WITH INTEREST. WE AGREED TO KEEP IN TOUCH ON THIS 
SUBJECT. 

3. COMMENT: IT MAY BE THAT SOVFRACT IS ATTEMPTING TO 
PUT PRESSURE ON THE MAVROLEAN SHIPPING INTERESTS TO 
RETURN TO THE CUBAN TRADES SINCE THIS GROUP WAS THE 
TRADE UNDER THREAT OF OAS SANCTIONS. ALTHOUGH NO OTHER 
UK SHIPPING COMPANIES APPEAR TO BE INVOLVED, WE DID NOT 
GET THE IMPRESSION THAT THE UK GOVERNMENT WOULD SHOW ANY 
DISPLEASURE AT UK SHIPOWNERS WHO ENTERED THE CUBAN TRADE. 
THIS ATTITUDE HAS BEEN THE CONSISTENT UK POLICY OF NON- 
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INTERFERENCE WITH THE SHIPPING INDUSTRY. END COMMENT. 
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